[image: image1.jpg]SAFE TEEN DRIVING-




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact:
David Shavzin, 866-930-8336 x 201, dshavzin@safeteendrivingclub.org


Allan Ramsay,  866-930-8336 x 202, aramsay@safeteendrivingclub.org 

PARENTING STYLE CAN CONTRIBUTE TO TEEN CAR CRASHES

Safe Teen Driving Club Delivers Parenting Guidance to Reduce Teen Crash Rate
Atlanta ~ Driving crashes are the number one cause of teen injury and fatality, according to NHTSA and other government sources. The Safe Teen Driving Club this month launched another phase in its program to educate parents and help them safeguard and protect their children as they take to the road. The initiative includes services proven to reduce crash rates, as well as educational content aimed to help the parenting process as teens begin to drive.
Frequently noted causes for the disproportionately high teen crash rate include speeding, driver distraction, alcohol and drugs and various risky driving behaviors. But according to Safe Teen Driving Club CEO, Allan Ramsay, "There is another cause for these crashes that is seldom discussed. It's about parents failing to take an appropriate, active role in coaching, mentoring and parenting their children as they begin driving. Teens are under the control of their parents, yet many parents hand over the keys to the car without realizing that their son or daughter may not be ready to drive. Furthermore, parents are notoriously unaware of the laws that they and their teens must obey in order to drive – laws designed to reduce risks and crashes. Parents not taking the right steps as teens start driving is a definite contributor to the high teen crash rate."

For example, Allstate Insurance's "Under Your Influence" survey of 1,000 parents published this summer shows less than one third of parents believe teens are good drivers. Yet nearly nine in 10 parents say that their own teen can drive safely. This "not my teen syndrome" gives parents a false sense of security, according to Ramsay, as parents embark on what may be the most dangerous phase of child-rearing. When it comes to understanding laws associated with novice drivers, Allstate reports that 93 percent of parents believe they can teach their kids to drive, yet three in five have never heard of, or are only vaguely familiar with, Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) laws. 
Most parents, ignorant of GDL laws which are designed to minimize a novice driver's exposure to the highest risk driving situations, allow exactly what the laws are designed to prohibit.  Nine in 10 parents will allow their teens to drive after dark, even though crash rates skyrocket after 9PM; 77 percent allow teens to drive or ride with other teens in the car, which multiplies crash risk by up to 500 percent. Some 70 percent allow their teens to drive in bad weather even without having had experience on slippery, wet or icy roads. 

The Safe Teen Driving Club this month is continuing its national program to educate and alert parents to the laws in their states. An article titled, What You MUST Do to Keep Your Teen Safe is posted at the Club's home page. It gives parents a single source of information for Graduated Driver Licensing laws in every state, and explains how these laws reduce the real-world risks teens face. In addition, the Club provides an array of safety services that allow parents to become 'virtual passengers' everywhere their teens drive. These include Safe Teen GPS systems that monitor teen drivers and allow parents to coach and mentor them on their performance. In-car video cam-DVR units let parents sit with their son or daughter to actually watch and review moment by moment driving behavior, and then advise on the trouble spots. Bumper stickers that allow other motorists to alert parents to risky driving – a low tech method that has reduced crash rates by over 50 percent in fleet applications – alerts parents through their cell phone and email when a report is filed. 

"The educational content, advice from experts, safety and monitoring services and other material at our web site are all aimed at helping parents keep their teens safe and alive behind the wheel.  First and foremost, we would like to help parents see how critical their parenting is during this most risky of all childhood development phases," says Ramsay. 
The company is following up with its 911 FOR PARENTS program later this summer. It will provide further actionable information for parents, as well access to experts on parenting, child-rearing, driving safety and more. Parents will be able to directly contact experts by email and phone to get advice on specific situations and particularly difficult issues in dealing with their teens. "We know that simply providing information does not change behavior," says Ramsay. "However 911 FOR PARENTS is an interactive program that gets parents involved with teen driving issues. This program is designed so that parents will take a more active role once they see how they can make the difference between a driving injury and a safe teen driving experience."
About Safe Teen Driving Club

Safe Teen Driving Club helps parents protect and safeguard their teen drivers with the goal of reducing teen driving crashes and deaths. The Club provides a suite of products proven to reduce crash rates that enable parents to monitor their teen’s driving behaviors and to track compliance with family driving rules. The Club supports various non profit organizations, provides fundraising opportunities for non profit organizations and operates an employee benefit program for its partner companies. For further information on Safe Teen Driving Club, visit www.safeteendrivingclub.org.
