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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact:
Karin P. Koser, KPK & Co., 404-636-9311, karin@kpkco.com
SAFE DRIVING TIPS FOR YOUR TEENAGER THIS HOLIDAY AND PARTY SEASON

Safe Teen Driving Club Offers Tips to Help Reduce Teen Driving Crashes and Fatalities
Atlanta, GA – Dec. 20, 2006 -- With the unseasonably warm weather we've been enjoying throughout Georgia lately, it might seem that safety tips for young drivers should focus more on summertime!  But not even the best meteorologist can say that the warm trend will continue (January and February are still to come!).  So it's best to be prepared for driving in inhospitable conditions. 

The Safe Teen Driving Club wants to remind Georgia families that driving crashes are the number one cause of death for young people 15 to 20 years old and that increased driving during the holidays usually means a statistically higher percentage of deaths and crashes at this time.

The Club offers these important tips for navigating Georgia roads safely during the holidays and into the colder months beyond:
- A NEW CAR FOR YOUR TEEN?  The best car for a new teen driver is "big and slow."  High performance cars beg for trouble! To find a safe car for your teen, you'll also want to check out ratings for front, side and rear-end crashes. Virtually any car you might buy for your teen is rated by the Federal government with a one- to five-star rating. Visit the Club's "Resource Center" at www.safeteendrivingclub.org for links to various government crash rating sites.

- BEFORE HANDING OVER THE KEYS, AGREE WITH YOUR TEEN ON YOUR RULES OF THE ROAD. Research confirms that parents who set rules for their teen drivers and take an active role in monitoring and managing their teen's driving enjoy far lower accident rates than those who do not.  Many states across the country recommend using a written "parent-teen" agreement or contract to establish those rules.  Download the Safe Teen Driving Pledge with your teen and require that they sign it and agree to the rules you set.  What better holiday or New Year’s gift could they give you!

- CHECK THE NEW LAWS.  Every teen in Georgia seeking a learner's permit needs to know about Joshua's Law. Effective January 1, a formal program of driver training is required before a permit can be issued.  And check the old laws too - especially Georgia's TADRA Law that limits the number of passengers, set curfews and aims to reduce the teen driving crash rate. Parents and teens are both responsible under TADRA!

- ON-LINE AND ON-THE-ROAD DON'T MIX.  Text messaging while driving is a recipe for disaster. Recent studies show that cellular phone use may increase crash rates fourfold; using hands-free models are not associated with significantly less risk. Even more surprising, eating, drinking, and adjusting the radio or the climate controls each cause more crashes than cellular phone use, according to the American Academy of Pediatrics. Parents should set and enforce rules on the use of cell phones, iPods and other devices that distract the driver from the full-time job of keeping eyes and attention on the road.

- WINTER MONTHS, MORE DARKNESS. Driving in darkness is a key contributor to teen crashes. That's why most every state has placed restrictions on night driving, many beginning at midnight. However, 58% of the fatal nighttime crashes occur in the three-hour period before midnight. Remind your teens to stay especially alert and focused as the daylight hours have shortened, now that we have reached the winter solstice.

- SNOW BOUND?  It's not likely we'll face blizzard conditions in Georgia, but for those driving out of state, what do you do if you're trapped and snowbound in a vehicle?  Experts recommend: (1) Turn on your emergency flashers and get well off the main road.  (2) Put a distress flag or strip of cloth on the car's antenna. (3) Open car windows a small amount to prevent accidental carbon monoxide poisoning. (4) Make sure the car's exhaust pipe is clear of snow; it needs an open path to safely discharge exhaust fumes. (4) Call for help and let people know exactly where you are.

- THERE'S NO ‘NEED FOR SPEED.’  Speeding is dangerous on any road. And in Georgia, more crashes occur on county roads -- 34 percent -- than on freeways or state highways.  County roads are often twisty and curvy, may have only a narrow berm, may be tree-lined and may be the last in line to get snow removal. Take it easy on those one-lane county roads. Being late is far preferable to being in a crash.

 - THEY SHOULDN’T BE DRINKING OR USING DRUGS.  However, make a pact with your teen driver – a phone call and you will pick them up…no questions asked. Discuss it the next day.

BACK TO BASICS.  Make sure the tank is full and make sure seatbelts are used! Teens involved in fatal crashes have a high percentage on non-seatbelt use. 

For other helpful information on teen driving safety, visit the Safe Teen Driving Club's "Resource Center" at www.safeteendrivingclub.org for links on these and other topics.  The Club wishes Georgia families a safe and happy holiday season.

About Safe Teen Driving Club

Safe Teen Driving Club was founded in Atlanta, Georgia in 2005 and launched in 2006 to help parents protect and safeguard their teen drivers and to help reduce teen driving accidents and deaths. The Club provides a suite of products enabling parents to monitor their teen’s driving behaviors and to track compliance with family driving rules.  The Club supports the Joshua Brown Foundation with a portion of its proceeds. For further information on Safe Teen Driving Club, visit www.safeteendrivingclub.org.  For further information, visit www.joshuabrownfoundation.org and www.teenresearchcenter.org.

