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StreetSmart Driving Academy Creates Partnership with 

Safe Teen Driving Club –

Put Parents of Teens in the Driver's Seat

Bryn Mawr, PA ~ Local entrepreneur Meg Kramer, founder of Street Smart Driving Academy in Bryn Mawr, is taking another step toward helping save the lives of teen drivers by partnering with the Safe Teen Driving Club based in Atlanta. Driving crashes are the number one killer of teens, according to the National Safety Council. This new partnership is designed to give parents additional tools and services they can use to safeguard and protect their teenage drivers once they take to the road.

Kramer opened her driving school in May 2007, with the goal of raising the standard in driver training. She and her team of Main Line area off-duty police officers have developed a new, comprehensive approach to driver training, focusing on the three most critical factors in the driver training process. The StreetSmart program emphasizes... 
· more experience behind the wheel, 
· educating parents about what they can do to lower the odds of their teens having a crash, 
· and improving teen attitudes about the risks and responsibilities of driving. 

The partnership with Safe Teen Driving Club raises the standard even further as Kramer adds several new tools for parents from the Safe Teen Driving Club that are proven to reduce the likelihood of a vehicle crash.

Kramer reflects, “We share the same goals as Safe Teen Driving Club - improving the driver training process and ultimately reducing teen crash rates through a more comprehensive approach and greater information exchange with parents. Partnering with Safe Teen Driving Club allows us to provide even more ways to aid and assist our families.” 

Safe Teen Driving Club conducted extensive research to find the most effective tools, devices and programs to help reduce the teen crash rate. The Club carries several varieties of GPS monitors that track the location, speed, street address and direction of a car in real time on the Internet. Parents and teens can now go their separate ways each morning – to work and to school – yet parents can log in to the Internet when they reach the office to make sure their son or daughter has arrived safely at their destination. 
According to Allan Ramsay, CEO of Safe Teen Driving Club, "Driving monitors come in several forms. But they all give parents a way to monitor their teen drivers. The point is not to snoop and spy on one's own children. It's about keeping parents in the loop so they can sit down with their teens at the end of the day to review that day's driving performance. Parents are ultimately responsible for the behavior of their children, both morally and legally. Driving monitors give them a way to manage, coach and monitor the complex process of learning to drive safely." 
GPS and video driving monitors have been used in commercial fleets for over a decade and have been shown to produce crash reductions of 40 percent and more. In the past year Safeco Insurance, AIG Insurance and others have launched programs that provide driving monitors to policy holders with teen drivers in the family. According to Ramsay, "Insurance carriers have validated the use of driving monitors as an effective way to reduce crashes. In our partnership with StreetSmart, we help parents better manage driving issues with their children. In fact, the Safe Teen Driving Club goes several steps further, providing an entire array of products and services proven to reduce crash rates and to help parents keep their teen drivers safe and alive as they enter this dangerous period of learning to drive." 

According to the National Safety Council, 58 percent of teens crash the car within the first 12 months of driving. The most dangerous time comes when a teen receives a junior license and can begin driving solo for the first time. Kramer points out that, "Parents often don't realize that when a teen begins driving solo, the parent has just entered the most dangerous and stressful time in his or her child-rearing career. Parents need all the help they can get, and these monitors are a good answer for parents who are concerned about the safety of their young drivers." Kramer is quick to point out however, that use of any GPS monitoring device should be fully disclosed to the teen so that teens understand that the parent’s intent is to assist the teen in developing safe driving habits.
Kramer adds, “At StreetSmart we work with parents as a team, giving them the tools and information they need to help make the new driver training experience less stressful and more effective. Our coaches are local off-duty police officers who fully understand the issues surrounding teen drivers and have a vested interest in making sure our teens are as well prepared as possible before getting behind the wheel alone. And we use a high-tech, interactive approach in the classroom to engage teens and help them learn effective, pro-active driving strategies.” 
With an investment in driving simulators from Virtual Driver Interactive, Kramer and her team clearly don’t take the task of teaching teens to drive lightly. Using the simulators in the classroom allows teens to immediately put what they learn in the classroom into practice, and is the next best thing to actual time behind the wheel. In addition, because these high-tech simulators allow teens to “drive” in various weather conditions (rain, snow, fog, etc,) at different times (night, dusk and daytime), teens can practice necessary adjustments in driving behavior in hazardous conditions before they actually face those situations on the road. 

Kramer wants to help novice drivers mature into safe, smart drivers for life and these high tech tools are another example of what sets Street Smart Driving Academy apart. “Now having additional tools from Safe Teen Driving Club gives us even more ways to help parents protect their teens as they learn to drive," according to Kramer. 
About Street Smart Driving Academy 

For more information about StreetSmart Driving Academy, please visit the website at www.streetsmartdrivingacademy.com. 

About Safe Teen Driving Club 

The Club helps parents keep their teen drivers safe through educational services and an array of products parents can use to monitor and coach their youngsters as they learn to drive. Based in Atlanta, the Club has established partnerships with driving schools, major corporations, roadside assistance plan providers, insurance providers and others who want to make a difference in their local communities. Safe Teen Driving Club also provides Employee Discount plans to employers who wish to offer their employees discounted prices for services delivered by the Club and is working to give away $1 million in product discounts during 2008. Further, the Club's fund raising programs can be used by any high school booster group, church or other non-profit to raise funds with potentially life-saving services that also enhance public safety in the local community. Safe Teen Driving Club provides financial support to non-profits including the Joshua Brown Foundation and the National Teen Research Center, both working to make advanced "21st Century Driver Training" available to every high school. The Club's web site is at www.SafeTeenDrivingClub.org. 
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