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Saf e TeenSaf e Teen   
Dr iv in g  Dr iv in g    

  Pled g e  Pled g e   

W h en  i t  com es t o   
d r iv in g ...w h at  y ou  n eed  t o  
k n ow  com es in   

t h r ee f lav o r s ... 
 
Th er e ar e t h in g s y ou  KNOW  
ab ou t  d r iv in g . 

Th er e ar e t h in g s y ou  DON'T 
KNOW  ab ou t  d r iv in g . 

An d  t h en , t h er e a r e t h in g s y ou  
DON'T KNOW  t h at  y ou  DON'T 
KNOW ! 

And t h at ’s what  causes young and 
beginning dr ivers the greatest  
problems. 

Her e ar e som e o f  t h e t h in g s y ou  p r ob ab ly  KNOW  ab ou t  d r iv in g .  
( You ' v e  h ear d  t h em  p len t y  o f  t im es) . 
 
x� Driving safely takes pract ice. I t 's som ething you lear n  to do – it©s not  a natural skill.   
x� Driving is a privilege, not  a r ight . 
x� You can lose your license if you drop out  of school (m ost  states) . 
x� You can be charged with hom icide as the driver in a fatal accident . 
x� And other serious stuff.  
 
x� You also know that  driving gives you real FREEDOM! 
x� I t  gets you off the school bus. 
x� I t  lets you get  away from  parents and have fun with your fr iends. 
x� Being able to drive m arks you as a young adult . 
 

Her e ar e a f ew  t h in g s y ou  p r ob ab ly  DON' T KNOW  ab ou t  d r i v in g . 
 
x� Teens at  age 16 have twice as m any accidents as 85 year olds and four t im es as m any 
accidents as 18 year olds. 
x� On average, for every teen driver fatalit y, two other people also die. These are usually 
passengers or other m otorists. 
x� Teen drivers cause m ore fatal accidents than any other group of drivers, m ile for  m ile. 
x� Over 20,000 teens died in car accidents in the past  3-1/ 2 years. Som e 300,000 every 
year have survived a crash but  been seriously injured and received Em ergency Room  care. 
x� Teen drivers – both boys and gir ls – are notorious for r isky driving behaviors like 
speeding, failing to wear seat  belts and becom ing dist racted at  the wheel. 
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An d  h er e ' s w h at  y o u  p r ob ab ly  DON' T KNOW  t h at  YOU DON' T 
KNOW . . .  
 
x� The hum an brain doesn't  fully m ature unt il the early 20's, especially the pre- frontal 
cortex. That ’s the “execut ive”  part  of the brain that  affect s decision-m aking and good judg-
m ent .  Younger brains are st ill "under const ruct ion."  I t©s especially im portant  to STOP, 
THINK and RECONSIDER before you drive in a r isky way that  creates hazards for you and 
others. Act ing on im pulse without  sober thought  causes accidents. 
x� Teen/ Parent  agreem ents are proven to reduce the num ber of accidents.  Parents and 
teens who agree to form alize driving rules ± and st ick to them  ± are involved in fewer acci-
dents than those who don©t . 
x� An accident  or  fatalit y CAN happen to you ± whether you feel invulnerable and invinci-
ble with your whole life ahead of you ± or not .  Not  only that  it  can, but  stat ist ically teens 
are far  m ore likely to have an accident  than any other driver on the road!  According to the 
Nat ional Safety Council, 58%  of t eens have crashed within their first  year of driving. 
 

 

Mom , Dad  &  Teen  Dr iv er :  
 

Jo in  t h ou san d s o f  f am i l ies w h o  u n d er st an d  an d  ag r ee t h at  
d r iv in g  saf e ly  is t h e i r  p er son al  r esp on sib i l i t y .   

 
Tak e t h e Safe Teen  Dr iv in g  Clu b  Pledg e!  
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I  PLEDGE — STARTI NG THI S MOMENT — TO DRI VE SAFELY!  
(Teen init ial each item  below)  

 
I  u n d er st an d  t h at  d r i v in g  law s ar e m ad e f o r  t h e p r o t ect io n  o f  t h e g en er al  p u b l i c 

Ð  in clu d in g  m e, m y  p assen g er s, o t h er  m o t o r i st s an d  p ed est r ian s n ear b y . I  p led g e 
t o  d r iv e  saf e ly  an d  w i t h in  t h e  law  at  a l l  t im es. Sp eci f ica l ly :  

 
I  W I LL OBEY DRI VI NG LAW S 

 
_____ I  will obey speed lim its, t raffic signs, signals and laws. 

_____ I  will wear a seat  belt  at  all t im es, regardless of how far I  am  driving. I  will insist  
that  m y passengers buckle up as well. 

_____ I  will not  drive aggressively by racing, speeding, tailgat ing or cut t ing others off in 
t raffic. 

_____ I  will learn and understand the Graduated Driver Licensing laws in m y state. These 
m ay require m e to observe driving curfews;  they m ay lim it  the num ber of passengers in 
m y vehicle;  they m ay rest r ict  m y use of a cell phone. I  will require m y parents to help m e 
learn to drive as required by law (m ost  states) . Whether I  agree with these laws or not , I  
will com ply with them  because they are the law. 

_____ I  will not  drive when I  am  under the influence of drugs or alcohol. I  will not  get  into 
nor r ide as a passenger in a vehicle when the dr iver is under the influence. 

 
I  W I LL DRI VE RESPONSI BLY 

 
_____ I  understand that  I  alone am  responsible for m y act ions behind the wheel. 

_____ I  will reconsider when I  feel the “need”  t o hurry, drive fast  or recklessly. On recon-
sidering, I  will slow down. I  understand that  being late is bet ter than having an accident . 

_____ I  will tell m y parents where I  am  going, who else will be in the vehicle, what  route I  
am  taking and when I  will return.  I f m y t r ip changes I  will not ify m y parents. 

_____ I  will rem ain alert  when I  am  driving. I f I  feel drowsy or cannot  give m y full at ten-
t ion to driving, I  will pull off the road and call for help. 

_____ I  will drive defensively at  all t im es. I  understand that  I  am  responsible for  m y own 
safet y, that  of m y passengers, and that  of nearby m otorists and pedest r ians. 

_____ I  will not  allow m yself to becom e dist racted while driving by using a cell phone, an 
iPod, t rying to tune the radio, eat ing, drinking, sm oking or engaging in other act ions that  
take m y at tent ion away from  the road ahead and the t raffic situat ion around m e.  

_____ I  will keep the volum e on the radio or m usic player to level where I  can clearly hear 
sounds outside the car.  I  will not  wear earphone or ear buds while driving ( illegal in m ost  
states) . 

_____ I  will not  drive if I  am  angry, over- t ired or in a physical or em ot ional condit ion that  
can im pair m y driving. 

_____ I  will be aware of weather condit ions that  can affect  m y driving and will pull over 
and call for help if I  am  not  able to drive safely.  

_____ I  will exercise ext ra caut ion when driving at  night  or when visibilit y is rest r icted by 
weather condit ions. 
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Leg en d :   
 
1  =  No driving for  ________ (days/ weeks)        2  =  No driving for  ________ (days/ weeks)  
 
3  =  Other Rest r ict ion:  _______________________________________________ 
 

I n f r act ion  Rest r ict i on s I m p osed  b y  Par en t s 
( I n ser t  Code f r om  Legen d  Ab ov e)  

Driving after having used drugs or alcohol   

Failing to buckle up  

Being t icketed for a m oving violat ion  

Lying about  the dest inat ion of a t r ip  

Speeding, racing or driving aggressively  

Driving beyond curfew hours established by 
law or by m y parents 

 

Driving with passengers not  allowed by law, 
based on age or num ber of passengers. 

 

Violat ing any of the Graduated Driver Licens-
ing laws in m y state. (Visit  www.dm v.org to 
learn the laws in your state)  

 

Failing to call hom e if you will be late or if your 
dest inat ion changes. 

 

Disabling GPS vehicle locat ion services, if your 
vehicle is so equipped. 

 

  

  

  

I f  there are other key rules you wish to establish, cont inue on addit ional pages as needed.  

I  W I LL OBEY THE DRI VI NG RULES MY PARENTS SET DOW N. 
 
_____ I f I  am  going to be m ore than _____ m inutes late returning hom e or if I  cannot  get  
hom e safely or  if m y dest inat ion changes, I  will call m y parents. 

_____ I  will not  neglect  m y regular responsibilit ies including chores at  hom e, at tendance 
and perform ance at  school. 

_____ My driving privileges m ay be lost  or rest r icted if I  do not  keep m y prom ises regard-
ing the item s above. My parents and I  agree that  the following rest r ict ions will apply:  
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Par en t s:  Tak e No t e!  
 
You r  son  o r  d au g h t er  is  p led g in g  t o  d o  h is o r  h er  b est  t o  b e a sa f e an d  r esp on si -
b le  d r iv er , b eg in n in g  r ig h t  n ow !   I t  is im portant  that  you establish driving rules for  your 
young adult  and that  you take an act ive role in helping your teen learn to drive safely.  

 
AS A PARENT OR GUARDI AN, I  AGREE THAT:  

( Par en t  in i t ia l  each  i t em  below )  

 
_____ I  will learn and help m y teen com ply with Graduated Driver Licensing laws in m y 

state.  

_____ I  will arrange for  driver ’s t raining for m y teen. 

_____ I  will ride with my teen as s/ he learns to drive.. .and ( if required by law in m y state)  
will submit  an affidavit  to the licensing authority cert ifying that  s/ he has com pleted the  
required num ber of accom panied, supervised pract ice driving hours. 

_____ I  will listen in a respect ful m anner t o explanat ions or concerns expressed by m y 
teen regarding the term s of this cont ract . 

_____ I  will serve as a good role m odel when operat ing a vehicle, knowing that  m y behav-
ior influences that  of m y teen. 

_____ I  will respect fully provide feedback to m y teen on driving perform ance and behav-
ior. 

_____ I  will respond reasonably, m oderately and fair ly if m y teen calls for assistance due 
to his or her inabilit y to drive, due to a t raffic accident , weather situat ion or any other 
driving or roadside em ergency. 

 
W E EACH PLEDGE TO FOLLOW  THE TERMS OF THI S DRI VI NG CONTRACT:  
 
_________________________________   __________ 
Teen Driver’s Signature     Date 
 
_________________________________   __________ 
Parent  or Guardian’s Signature    Date 
 
 
As your t een gains experience in driving, you should review this Pledge and m ake changes 
that  reflect  the m aturity  and good driving behavior your teen exhibits.  We recom m end 
that  teens and parents review the term s of this Pledge each 3 m onths.  
 
Next  Review Date for this Cont ract :   ________________ 


