News Release
Gordon County High Schools and Safe Teen Driving Club Help Parents Keep Their Teenage Drivers Safe

Contacts:

Walter Pitts, Drivers Education Coordinator / Instructor, Gordon County Schools, (wpitts@gcbe.org, 706-879-5020 Ext. 8044)
David Shavzin, President, Safe Teen Driving Club (dshavzin@SafeTeenDrivingClub.org,
866-930-8336, Ext. 201)

Gordon County High Schools and the Safe Teen Driving Club will present a special program for parents with teen drivers on March 24th at 7PM at Gordon Central High School on 335 Warrior Path in Calhoun. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, driving is the number one cause of death and injury for teens in the US, overshadowing drugs, alcohol, suicide, homicide and all diseases. Each year some 5,000 teens die behind the wheel, over 44,000 sustain disabling injury and 300,000 require emergency room care. 

Gordon County rolled out its new 21st Century driver education program designed to save young lives last semester. The new program uses the Road Wise and Teen Smart curriculums.  The 30 hours of classroom instruction covered in the program is an advanced interactive curriculum, hazard awareness training and calls for parental involvement in the learning-to-drive process.  The Gordon County program also includes 6 hours of behind the wheel time in a real vehicle, as well.  According to Walter Pitts, "parents need to understand that taking this class and driving with an instructor for six hours will not equip their child with the knowledge and experience to drive on their own.  Students must spend a minimum of forty hours driving with a parent or other licensed driver to gain the experience to be able to negotiate today’s roads and highways safely.”
The program, presented by Safe Teen Driving Club in partnership with Gordon County Schools, is designed for parents with teens about to begin driving, as well as those already driving. Teens are welcome to join their parents.  The 90-minute session will cover risk factors that surround teen drivers, and steps parents can take to overcome those risks. They will provide handouts for parents, videos and other resources on the web that parents can use to keep their children safe and alive as they get behind the wheel. According to Allan Ramsay, Safe Teen Driving Club CEO, "Parents with novice drivers often do not have the facts and know the right steps to take in safeguarding their children as they begin to drive. This program addresses this need by delivering education that is not readily available to parents in most communities.” 
In addition to risk factors, the program will address legal safety and financial issues related to teen driving. The event includes a panel of experts that includes clinical psychologist Dr. Robin Kirby, Walter Pitts, Director of the Gordon County program, Trooper Tony Rathel from the Georgia Highway Patrol Education Unit, Caryn Sims, Insurance expert and others who will answer questions from the audience.
About Joshua’s Law

This new driver education program in the Gordon County Schools has been funded by a $134,700 grant from the Georgia Driver Education Commission. The Commission was created by Joshua's Law, which raises some $12 million each year to support Georgia schools in providing life-saving training for young drivers. Joshua's Law was authored by Alan Brown and passed introduced to the Georgia Legislature by Senator Preston Smith. Mr. Brown lost his son Joshua in a single-car hydroplaning crash, which led to the formation of the Joshua Brown Foundation. For more information, visit www.joshuabrownfoundation.org.
About Safe Teen Driving Club

Safe Teen Driving Club, founded in Atlanta, Georgia in 2005, is a network of parents, teens, safety experts and others working to reduce the death rate among teenage drivers. The Club provides education for parents around teen driving and a suite of products enabling parents to better manage their teen’s driving behaviors, educate their teens and track compliance with family driving rules.  For further information on Safe Teen Driving Club, visit www.SafeTeenDrivingClub.org.

