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The Teen Driving Problem

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death among 15- to 20-year olds. According to the U.S. Department of Transportation, 3,467 drivers in this age group died in motor vehicle crashes in 2005 and an additional 281,000 were injured. Drivers age 15- to 20-years old accounted for 12.6 percent of all the drivers involved in fatal crashes and 16 percent of all the drivers involved in police-reported crashes. Twenty-three percent of teen drivers killed were intoxicated. In 2002 the estimated economic cost of police-reported crashes involving drivers between the ages of 15 and 20 was $40.8 billion, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

Among licensed drivers, young people between the ages of 15 and 20 have the highest rate of fatal crashes relative to other age groups, including the elderly. In fact, the risk of being involved in a fatal crash for teens is three times greater than for drivers age 65 to 69. 

Immaturity and lack of driving experience are the two main factors leading to the high crash rate among teens. Graduated licensing laws, which include a three-phase program that allows teen drivers to develop mature driving attitudes and gain experience behind the wheel, have been successful in reducing teen motor vehicle accidents.

Sixteen-year-old drivers have crash rates that are:

· Three times greater than 17-year-old drivers, 

· Five times greater than 18-year-old drivers, 

· Twice the rate of 85-year-old drivers. 

The factors contributing to these higher crash rates include: 

· Lack of driving experience 

· Inadequate driving skills 

· Excessive driving during night-time higher-risk hours

· Risk-taking behavior

· Poor driving judgment and decision making

· Drinking and driving

· Distractions from teenage passengers.

The AAA Safety Research Foundation
 sponsored an in-depth study to identify new approaches that can lead to a reduction in teen driving fatalities. Their findings include the following:
· In most cases, teen safety programs have not addressed the two root causes of fatal driving accidents: (1) the social aspect, in which teens embrace risky driving as a result of peer pressure; and, (2) the biological aspect, relating to brain development. Research has shown that the "executive" portion of the brain associated with good judgment and decision-making does not mature until the early 20's.  Teen brains are "under construction" and inherently do not give them the sound decision-making skills they need to choose safety over thrills.

· The Foundation recommends that an effective safety program should include at least three components.  

1. Teen participation in the development and implementation of programs to address attitudinal issues; 

2. Local "grassroots" empowerment, in which teens hear the safety message from people in their local community; people who they know and respect, rather than hearing the message through PSA's and other marketing methods.

3. Any program should be designed so that results can be measured. Many programs exist now, but it is not possible to quantify the impact they have on the teen death rate.
The Safe Teen Driving Club

The Safe Teen Driving Club, Inc., based in Atlanta, Georgia provides parents of teen drivers with tools, services and technology solutions they need to enhance the safety, security and protection of their young drivers. The Club intends to help parents educate, mentor, manage and monitor their teen drivers, leading to a reduced incidence of teen driving crashes and fatalities. 

Our Mission

To help you safeguard and protect your teen, leading to

reduced driving crashes and fatalities.

The Safe Teen Driving Club is a community of concerned parents, teens and professionals, and a resource for protecting teenage drivers and their families. We are creating a safer driving environment for teens, while giving parents the ability to significantly affect and improve their teen's driving behavior. 

To those ends, we are involved in several initiatives.

Products and Services -- Using various technologies and systems that report driving behavior, as well as roadside and legal assistance programs, parents can not only manage their teen's driving performance in real-time as if they are "virtual passengers" in the car – they can also defend and protect their teens when driving incidents occur.

Education and Teen Advocacy -- The Club will ultimately involve teens at high schools across the nation to shape and deliver persuasive, educational content to their peers. The goal of this advocacy and educational effort is to further drive home important ideas that can change attitudes and perceptions of young people – leading to changes in behavior. We believe that teens talking to teens about safe driving can deliver more compelling messaging than a generic marketing message. To that end, teen advocacy programs, branded as "Safe Teen Driving Club" chapters at high schools will be established going forward.

Research -- In 2005 the Club conducted a web-based survey of parents with teens - both teen drivers and those about to begin driving. The survey provided important qualitative data reflecting parental attitudes toward teen driving. Additional periodic surveys are planned to evaluate the impact the Safe Teen Driving Club products, services and initiatives have on teen crash and fatality rates. For example, GPS vehicle location services have been in use among commercial vehicle fleets for over a decade. They have contributed to extremely steep reductions in traffic incidents and fatalities.  There is every reason to believe such equipment will serve as a deterrent against risky driving, leading to similar reductions among teen drivers. Appropriate research instruments will permit the Club to compare its members using vehicle telematic equipment with the general population to determine what specific results are being achieved.  We will enlist members of the Club to contribute their views and data during these occasional surveys. 

Outreach and Community Support -- Finally, the Safe Teen Driving Club has chosen to support not-for-profit organizations that help and support young people and their families. The Club reviews candidate organizations annually, and supports those chosen by donating a portion of its annual income. Members of the Club can feel confident that their purchases are supporting charitable organizations doing important work with young people.
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